
God’s Heart for Us



When I hear about the poor…

I feel confused because I'm not sure what that means

I feel disinterested because I am not drawn to this area

I am reluctant to engage because of past experiences

I am excited to learn how to be part of the work God's doing

I would love to do more but my life is really full

I feel good about what God already has me doing



One thing to put on the shelf…

Results / Impact

… and two things to keep top of mind

Approaching this season…



Galatians 2
1 Then after fourteen years, I went up again to Jerusalem… and 
presented to them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. I 
wanted to be sure I was not running and had not been running my 
race in vain.
9 James, Cephas and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave me and 
Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the 
grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the 
Gentiles, and they to the circumcised.
10 All they asked was that we should continue to remember the 
poor, the very thing I had been eager to do all along.



Galatians 2
1 Then after fourteen years, I went up again to Jerusalem… and 
presented to them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. I 
wanted to be sure I was not running and had not been running my 
race in vain.
9 James, Cephas and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave me and 
Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the 
grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the 
Gentiles, and they to the circumcised.
10 All they asked was that we should continue to remember the 
poor, the very thing I had been eager to do all along.



so that ”success” doesn’t become unhealthy

and lack of ”success” doesn’t keep you from doing.

Set aside results/impact
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Approaching this season…



Mark 10
17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his 
knees before him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?”
18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—
except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not 
murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you 
shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your 
father and mother.’”
20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”



Mark 10
21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he 
said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 22 At this the 
man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.
23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for 
the rich to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 The disciples were 
amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it 
is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter 
the kingdom of God.”



Mark 10
26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, 
“Who then can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With 
man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible 
with God.” 
28 Then Peter spoke up, “We have left everything to follow you!” 
29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or 
brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me 
and the gospel 30 will fail to receive a hundred times as much in 
this present age: homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and 
fields—along with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal 
life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”



is to truly accept the Gospel for ourselves

and to live the rich and satisfying life He wants for us.

God’s Heart for Us



Isaiah 58
1 Declare to my people their rebellion

and to the descendants of Jacob their sins.
2 For day after day they seek me out;

they seem eager to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that does what is right

and has not forsaken the commands of its God.
They ask me for just decisions

and seem eager for God to come near them.
3 ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say,

‘and you have not seen it?
Why have we humbled ourselves,

and you have not noticed?’



Isaiah 58
“Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please

and exploit all your workers.
4 Your fasting ends in quarreling and strife,

and in striking each other with wicked fists.
You cannot fast as you do today

and expect your voice to be heard on high.
5 Is this the kind of fast I have chosen,

only a day for people to humble themselves?
Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed

and for lying in sackcloth and ashes?
Is that what you call a fast,

a day acceptable to the LORD?



Isaiah 58
6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:
to loose the chains of injustice

and untie the cords of the yoke,
to set the oppressed free

and break every yoke?
7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry

and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter—
when you see the naked, to clothe them,

and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?



Isaiah 58
8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn,

and your healing will quickly appear;
then your righteousness will go before you,

and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard.
9 Then you will call, and the LORD will answer;

you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I.

“If you do away with the yoke of oppression,
with the pointing finger and malicious talk,

10 and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the oppressed,

then your light will rise in the darkness,
and your night will become like the noonday.



Isaiah 58
11 The LORD will guide you always;

he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land
and will strengthen your frame.

You will be like a well-watered garden,
like a spring whose waters never fail.

12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins
and will raise up the age-old foundations;

you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls,
Restorer of Streets with Dwellings.
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Ministering to God

Approaching this season…



Proverbs 19

17 Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD,

and he will reward them for what they have done.
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VCClife.org/gospel-poor

Pick up or 

download the 

booklet today!



VCClife.org/gospel-poor

2 new small groups:
• Saturday mornings 

(with childcare RSVP)
• Monday evenings



We want to sit with Jesus, to be honest and to listen

We want to move towards integration

Where we’re heading…



Pray with us all series:

Lord teach me/show me/help me

to act justly, to love mercy

and to walk humbly with You

Invitation




