
Jesus in an Uncertain World
Jesus is Hated John 15:18-25



How do you respond when 
someone dislikes or hates you? 



John 15:18-25 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me 
first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, 
you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. 
That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember what I told you: ‘A servant 
is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute 
you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. They will 
treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the one 
who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not 
be guilty of sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever 
hates me hates my Father as well. 24 If I had not done among them the 
works no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. As it is, they have 
seen, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. 25 But this is to 
fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’



Some people’s hatred toward us is a natural 
response to our sinful behavior

They hate you because you belong to me and not to the world 
25 But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They hated me without 
reason.’
Romans 12:17-19 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what 
is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on 
you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, 
but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I 
will repay,” says the Lord.



According to PEW resource, 
Christians face persecution in 145 countries.

Every year 7000-8000 Christians are martyred.  



John 15:18  If the world hates you, keep in mind that it 
hated me first. 

• We can love someone perfectly and they can reject it 
and respond with hatred towards us.

Matthew 5:43-47  “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor 
and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in 
heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain 
on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, 
what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 
And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than 
others? Do not even pagans do that?



John 15:19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As 
it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world. That is why the world hates you.

•We are distinctly different than the world.

•We live under a different rule. (governing authority)

•We are a part of Jesus, we have been given His authority 
and we are His representatives to the world.



John 15:22-23 If I had not done among them the works no one else did, 
they would not be guilty of sin. As it is, they have seen, and yet they have 
hated both me and my Father. 

•We are light that reveals and brings about a response 

Matthew 5:14-16 You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop 
that cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a 
basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to 
everyone in the house. In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for 
all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.



John 15:20 Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater 
than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you 
also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also.

• As we love as Jesus loved, whatever the response, it connects
us to Jesus. 

•We share in God’s joy of those who receive and respond in 
gratitude and we share in sadness of those who reject it and 
respond with hate. 



• Understand you can love someone perfectly and they can reject it and 
respond with hatred towards you.

• Live distinctly different than the world.

• Live under the rule (governing authority) of the Kingdom of God.

• You are a part of Jesus.  Live in His authority as His representatives to the 
world.

• Be light, let your good deeds shine out for all to see.

• Love as Jesus loved, regardless of the response you may receive. 



Invitation:
Moving yourself toward Jesus 
Memorize and practice Matthew 5:43-45  “You have heard that it 
was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, 
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you 
may be children of your Father in heaven. 

Moving others toward Jesus
Practice loving and serving others, telling them about Jesus, without 
the expectation of a positive response from them.


