We Can Hear God

Speaking = Communication
Communication = Knowing & Being Known

Communication requires
speaking and listening

Having ears to hear?
Mark 4:23-24 “If anyone with ears to hear should listen and
understand." 24 Then he added, "Pay close attention to what you
hear. The closer you listen, the more understanding you will be
given-- and you will receive even more.

John 16:5-17 “But now I am going away to the one who sent me,
and not one of you is asking where I am going. 6 Instead, you grieve
because of what I’ve told you. 7 But in fact, it is best for you that I
go away, because if I don’t, the Advocate won’t come. If I do go
away, then I will send him to you.
8 And when he comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of
God’s righteousness, and of the coming judgment. 9 The world’s sin
is that it refuses to believe in me. 10 Righteousness is available
because I go to the Father, and you will see me no more.
11 Judgment will come because the ruler of this world has
already been judged.

John 16:5-17 12 “There is so much more I want to tell you, but you
can’t bear it now. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide
you into all truth. He will not speak on his own but will tell you
what he has heard. He will tell you about the future. 14 He will
bring me glory by telling you whatever he receives from me. 15
All that belongs to the Father is mine; this is why I said, ‘The
Spirit will tell you whatever he receives from me.’ what he will
make known to you.”
16 Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see me no more,
and then after a little while you will see me.” 17 At this,
some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he
mean by saying, ‘In a little while you will see me no more,
and then after a little while you will see me

The sheep know and trust the Shepard’s Voice
John 10
3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to
his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4
When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them,
and his sheep follow him because they know his voice
9…They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief
comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they
may have life, and have it to the full.

Mark 4:24 …,"Pay close attention to what you hear.
The closer you listen, the more understanding you will
be given-- and you will receive even more.

How does God Speak?
What vehicle does God use to communicate? “By, In or Through”
Audibly
Angels
Dreams & Visions
Supernatural Signs
Creation
Worship
Prayer
Scripture
The Body of Christ
However God chooses

How does God Speak?
What vehicle does God use to communicate? “By, In or Through”

Scripture
Prayer
The Body of Christ

God Speaks through Scripture
Matthew 4:4 Jesus told him (Satan), “No! The Scriptures say, ‘People do not
live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”
Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any
double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and
marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is God-breathed and is
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that
the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every
good work.

Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.

God Speaks through Prayer
Ephesians 16:18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all
kinds of prayers and requests.
Psalm 139:7-12 I can never escape from your Spirit!, I can never
get away from your presence!
James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who
gives generously to all without finding fault…
Lamentations 3:25,26,29 “The Lord is good to those who
wait for Him, to the person who seeks Him. It is good that
he waits silently . . . Let him sit alone and be silent”

God Speaks through His Body
Ephesians 5:29-30 …No one ever hated his own flesh, but
nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church,
because we are members of His body.
Ephesians 4:15-16 …speak the truth in love, growing in every way
more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.
16 He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part
does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that
the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.
Matthew 18:20 For where two or three gather together
as my followers, I am there among them.”

It is the same God communicating through…

Scripture
Prayer
The Body of Christ

Recognizing God’s Voice
Tone
Spirit
Content

Tone
Has weight, Impresses, Highlights, Not from you, you didn’t think it up (What
do I think about that?), confident, settles, usually a still small voice
Is not: Arguing. screaming, Justifying or Trying to convince

Spirit
Loving and Wise Father, Relational, Warm, Peaceful, Convicting, Challenging,
Affirming, Feels right (even if pride and flesh resists it)
Is not: threating or condemning, confusing or complicated

Content
True, Revelatory, Instructive, Inviting, is aligned with Scripture
and character of God

Challenge
Spend time in scripture, in prayer and
around the Body of Christ and listen
for God’s voice.
Mark 4:23-24 “If anyone with ears to hear
should listen and understand." 24 Then he
added, "Pay close attention to what you hear.
The closer you listen, the more understanding
you will be given-- and you will receive even
more

